Illinois Association Advances Smart Growth Newsletter With Game Changer Grant
The Illinois Association of REALTORS® (IAR) was already working on a new newsletter
covering various topics in growth and real estate – geared specifically toward local
officials –when the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® launched its Game
Changer grant program last fall. “I thought, ‘Hey – this is a game-changer!’” recalls Mike
Scobey, IAR’s Government Affairs Director.
On Common Ground in Illinois falls under the umbrella of RVOICE, the advocacy
program of the 41,000-member association. RVOICE is dedicated to ensuring that the
“Voice for Real Estate is heard throughout Illinois.”
Confident that the newsletter it was developing was “Game Changer material,” an
innovative model that could be replicated on a national scale, IAR applied for and
received a $19,000 grant in support of the next two issues of the bi-annual publication.
The newsletter is loosely modeled on NAR’s On Common Ground Smart Growth
magazine, but specifically addresses issues of interest to Illinois residents. By producing
and distributing the newsletter to officials in more than 1,300 Illinois municipalities, IAR
hopes to be viewed as the trusted source of information on important real estate issues
like impact fees, foreclosure data, and market information, helping to advance the
REALTOR® position and private property rights at the local level.
Each semi-annual issue contains a “mini-yearbook”’ of the local Government Affairs
Directors for all the respective regions of the state. “It’s important that the elected
officials and municipal leaders have our contact information,” says Scobey, “but we are
also sending the message that we’re local, and we’re watching them, when they present
issues that affect real estate.”
The newsletter also serves as a key advocacy piece. “It must often seem to municipal
officials,” Scobey notes, “that the REALTORS® only appear when an ordinance is
proposed, and then, as adversaries in an atmosphere of conflict.” By producing On
Common Ground in Illinois, he explains, the REALTORS® not only become a helpful
resource, but they have the chance make their position on issues like vacant property
ordinances, transfer taxes, and municipal point-of-sale home inspections perfectly clear
– outside of a conflict setting. Scobey sees the helpful, informative newsletter as
something that could – and should! – be published by all states for their elected officials
and municipal staffs.
The grant from NAR covers all of the printing and mailing costs associated with the
newsletter, as well as its design. The bulk of the writing responsibility falls to Scobey,
but his local GADs help out with some of it, and he always looks to them for story ideas.
Out “in the trenches,” they are ideally positioned to see trends and commonalities, and
they’re always the first ones aware that a position on a given issue needs to be
sharpened or clarified. So far, there’s been no shortage of ideas.
The April 2012 issue features stories on timely issues such as Governor Quinn’s
announcement of a Foreclosure Prevention Network; a reconsideration of land use
policies in the aftermath of the economic downturn; and a highlight on WhyIBuy.org,
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IAR’s new website harnessing valuable data collected from homeowners who have
bought houses within the last year.
“The local Illinois GADs are especially pleased to have NAR’s support for their efforts.
This is really their newsletter, their tool, and their outreach” says Scobey, who is hard at
work on the next issue.
To learn more about this Game-Changing project, contact Mike Scobey, Government
Affairs Director, Illinois Association of REALTORS®, mscobey@iar.org , 773.271.4059.
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