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"I'm a political scientist, not a marketer!" laughs Kristen Anderson, Governmental Affairs
Director of the 4,000-member Nebraska Association of REALTORS®, remembering the
long hours she used to spend designing new envelopes for every RPAC fundraising
appeal. "And I'm no graphic designer, either. My envelopes with their silly graphics and
one-size-fits-all approach looked like work of a kindergartener."
Then, two years ago, she was approached by the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
REALTORS® Laura Camp, who told her they were looking in to developing an online
RPAC fundraising program. Anderson's reply was a resounding 'Yes!' "It was a nobrainer," she explains. "Not only was the existing process time-consuming and unsophisticated, but our membership demographics were changing, too, toward a more
tech-savvy, paperless way of doing business. As a one-person Governmental Affairs
team, I didn't have the time or the expertise to create an on-line system of my own." She
adds, gratefully, "Tamela Brookhouser, our Executive Officer, is very pro-active and
forward-looking, and got behind the idea right away -- thank goodness!"
After numerous discussions with NAR, with members, and internally amongst the staff to
evaluate and make certain that everyone on board shared the same goals, Nebraska
signed on as one of the first of the 38 state and local associations to have embraced
NAR's online RPAC fundraising system.
The Nebraska staff experienced a naturally steep learning curve as the effort got
underway; a few bugs in the system were easily worked out with the team at NAR. In
2012, its first year up and running with the online fundraising system, Nebraska raised
just $750 online for RPAC. In 2013, however, they raised over $18,500: 105 percent of
their Fair Share Goal. "It may take another year or two before we're real pros at this,
with all of our donations happening online, but yes, it was a very good year," Anderson
admits, with modest understatement.
This dramatic progress is to be expected in the first years, explains Camp, NAR's
Manager of RPAC Online Fundraising, as members become aware of the online giving
option. "But what has made Nebraska's transition to online RPAC giving so successful
is Kristen's responsiveness with feedback and suggestions to our messaging. Her
association has made a real long-term investment in the change, and has been working
as a real partner in the program. Their success is exciting, and I can only see it growing
in the coming years."
In the past, Nebraska would send out one standard RPAC fundraising appeal, annually.
Now, it participates in five online campaigns throughout the year, tailored to different
populations and with each message building on the previous one. "We are able to target
those who have never given before, with educational messages about what RPAC is
and does for them," says Anderson. "Then, there are those who have given once. And
those who may be ready to move up in their giving." Camp and her team at NAR take
care of the messaging, the design, and the technology, allowing Anderson to
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concentrate on the big picture. "I offer ideas to help tailor the messages to our Nebraska
membership," adds Anderson, "showing them that RPAC efforts affect them closer to
home than they might have realized."
Another benefit of the online system is the ease with which members can make RPAC
donations in more palatable monthly installments. "The system that NAR has developed
dovetails neatly with Aristotle," notes Anderson. "It really simplifies all the administration
-- and eliminates tracking all those envelopes!" By having the system online, she
concludes, "We don't have to keep bugging members; we can get on with thanking
them."
To learn more about the groundbreaking success the Nebraska REALTORS® have had
raising funds for RPAC electronically, contact Kristen Anderson, Government Affairs
Director for the Nebraska Association of REALTORS®, at Kristen@nebraskarealtors.com
or 402-323-6500, or Laura Camp, Manager of RPAC Online Fundraising at the National
Association of REALTORS®, lcamp@realtors.org or 202-383-7531.

Samples of the Nebraska Association’s Online Solicitations:
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