Louisiana REALTORS® Suggest a Better Plan Rather than Higher Property
Taxes to Fund Schools—June 2013
“Plan First, Tax Second,” was the rallying cry of REALTORS® in Louisiana’s Terrebonne
Parish this spring, in response to a proposition on the May 4 ballot seeking to quadruple
property taxes raised by the school board.
The local Bayou Board of REALTORS®, while fully supportive of education in the Parish,
and mindful of the challenges faced by the school board, was concerned by the apparent
lack of a well-prepared implementation plan for the expected revenue. There was neither
a budget, nor means of measurable outcomes to demonstrate how such a significant tax
increase would strengthen the school system. It was also worried, together with the
Chamber of Commerce, about the affect on the local economy: 80 percent of property
taxes in the Parish are paid by businesses.
The local board took its concern to the state association. Norman Morris, Senior Vice
President of the Louisiana REALTORS® Association, recalls, “We alerted the Bayou
Board to the REALTOR® Party resources available through the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, particularly the Issues Mobilization grants it makes to
boards facing challenges like this, that might have a significant impact on the
REALTORS®’ community and clients.” Working at the state level, Morris says it’s his job
to help his thirteen local associations understand that the REALTOR® Party is there,
willing and waiting to help. “It may seem daunting to some of the smaller local boards,
especially, but the staff at NAR is ready to bend over backwards to work with them,
connecting them with the right expert consultants and resources; whatever it takes to craft
a successful campaign.” He also had the local board make a presentation to the state
Issues Mobilization Committee. Working fast, they put together a campaign chest of
$20,000 – $5,000 each from the state and local associations, and $10,000 Issues
Mobilization Grant from NAR.
These funds were used to mount an energetic public awareness effort within the Parish,
including newspaper articles, direct mail pieces, phone calls and yard signs. The
technical expertise was provided by NAR, whose consultants took into account not just
the issues, but the timeframe and the most effective methods of reaching the voting, taxpaying public. “Even when we realized that early voting would begin ten days prior to the
actual ballot date, the folks at NAR just crunched down the timeframe and rolled with it.
No one complained, they just got it done even faster,” says Morris. “The fact, is, by
leveraging the combined assets of the national expertise, the state’s powers of
coordination, and that critical local grassroots knowledge and legwork, you get an
unbeatable force. I truly believe this effort shows the real strength of the REALTOR®
organizations: when they pull together they cannot be denied.”
When the votes were tallied, the proposed tax increase had been soundly defeated by an
opposition of over 75 percent.
The local board of REALTORS® has already begun a dialogue with the Superintendent of
the School Board and its members to come up with progressive ideas for improving the
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Parish’s overall education system.
“REALTORS®, clearly, are invested in their
communities,” notes Morris. “The hope is, with all the Parish leaders working together,
they’ll develop a solid plan for the schools that will benefit all parties in Terrebonne
Parish.”
He added that the school board superintendent, school board members and all of the
school leaders have shown “a willingness to reach an agreement that is in the best
interest of the school system and the community in order to move forward.”
The Parish school system is functioning effectively with the existing budget funds, Morris
notes. In fact, out of 73 school jurisdictions throughout Louisiana, Terrebonne Parish
ranks 17th in terms of overall testing.
To learn more about how the local, state, and national REALTOR® associations came
together and leveraged their resources to meet a taxing challenge, contact Norman
Morris, Senior Vice President of the Louisiana REALTORS® Association, at
norman@larealtors.org or 800.266.8538 ext. 104.
The Issues Mobilization Grant helped pay for direct mail pieces to inform voters
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